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IRELAND. 

BELFAST. 

By   Consul    Hunter    Sharp. 

Commercial  conditions  in  the  Belfast  consular  district  during  1916 
were  satisfactory.  Exports  were  maintained  and  the  principal  in- 
dustries were  well  employed. 

One  of  the  best  indications  of  Belfast's  economic  position  is  in  the 
reports  of  the  banks.  Compared  with  1915,  the  deposit  and  credit 
balances  increased  by  $12,682,727,  notes  in  circulation  bv  $6,969,422, 
investments  by  $11,134,975,  and  cash  in  hand  by  $14,342,656.  The 
increase  in  deposits  was  due  mainly  to  the  prosperity  of  the  agri- 
cultural classes.  The  substantial  decrease  in  the  amount  of  advances 
to  customers  showed  that  trade  generally  fared  well  during  the 
year.  The  cash  held  by  the  local  joint-stock  banks  almost  equaled 
27  per  cent  of  the  total  liabilities  and  investments  more  than  41 
per  cent,  or,  both  combined,  over  68  per  cent.  In  December,  1915, 
this  was  61  per  cent  and  in  December,  1914,  49  per  cent. 

According  to  its  report  the  Belfast  Savings  Bank  is  encouraging- 
thrift,  particularly  among  the  working  classes.  The  increase  in  its 
funds  in  19ir)  amounted  to  ^^512.168.  and  the  total  on  November  20 
was  $5,628,347. 

The  official  rate  of  discount  during  1916  ruled  high,  advancing 
from  5  per  cent  to  6  per  cent,  remaining  at  that  point  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Money  was  fairly  plentiful.  A  feature  was  the  mainte- 
nance of  dividends  on  industrials  and  the  increased  rate  paid  by 
many  companies.  Reports  indicate  activity  in  almost  every  branch 
of  industry,  and  the  distribution  of  money  Avas  on  a  larger  scale 
than  ever. 

Favorable  Year  for  Agriculture. 

The  year  was  very  favorable  for  lri«li  agriculture.  The  inter- 
ruption of  certain  supplies  from  abroad  and  the  consequent  absence 
of  competition  combined  to  enhance  the  value  of  farm  produce  in 
this  country.  The  prices  of  oats,  barley,  and  wheat  Avere  more  than 
double  those  of  normal  years,  and  the  jirices  of  cattle,  horses,  and  all 
ordinary  live  stock  were  unusually  high.  This  was  somewhat  offset 
by  an  advance  in  the  cost  of  production. 

The  main  causes  of  the  marked  agricultural  prosperity  were  the 
land  legislation  that  gave  the  cultivator  the  necessary  security  for 
the  practice  of  his  industry  and  the  administration  of  the  Depart- 
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meiit  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction,  with  its  compre- 
hensive educational  and  development  schemes,  working  through  rep- 
resentative bodies  of  the  people  all  over  the  country.  A  further 
factor  was  the  cooperative  movement,  which  introduced  among  the 
farmers,  especially  those  engaged  in  dairying,  more  efficient  business 
methods. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  Great  Britain,  Ireland  supplies  prac- 
tically 50  per  cent  of  the  cattle,  beef,  and  poultry ;  about  25  per  cent 
of  the  eggs;  and  a  fair  quantity  of  butter.  There  has  been  a  remark- 
able development  of  Ireland's  agricultural  export  trade  since  the 
outbreak  of  war.  It  is  stated  that  the  value  rose  from  $136,262,000 
in  1913  to  $189,793,000  in  1915,  and  it  was  $99,763,250  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1916. 
Changes  in  Cultivated  Area. 

Notwithstanding  the  food-production  campaign  of  1915,  the  total 
area  in  Ireland  of  grain  and  green  crops,  including  flax  and  fruit, 
amounted  in  1916  to  only  2,400.356  acres,  as  compared  with  2,40i.281 
acres  in  1915,  a  decrease  of  3.925  acres.  In  the  Province  of  Ulster 
(thi"^  consular  district)  the  year's  area  und'^r  cultivation  increased 
by  10,280  acres,  or  1.1  per  cent.  The  only  ether  Province  in  Ireland 
showing  an  increase  in  1916  was  Munster,  but  this  was  of  only  67 
acres.  There  was  a  decrease  in  Leinster  of  11,911  acres,  or  1.9  per 
cent,  and  in  Connaught  of  2.331  acres,  or  0.8  per  cent. 

In  the  grain  crops  in  this  coun'ry  there  was  a  decrease  of  10,092 
acres  (11.7  per  cent)  in  the  area  of  wheat;  17,071  acres  (1.6  per  cent) 
in  oats:  and  831  acres  (11.2  per  cent)  in  rye ;  but  there  was  an  increase 
of  8,477  acres  (6  per  cent)  in  the  area  of  barley,  as  compared  with 
1915. 

The  total  area  of  potatoes  in  1916  decreased  by  8.159  acres  (1.4  per 
cent);  turnips,  2.308  acres  (0  9  per  ci-nt)  ;  margels  and  b'et  root, 
2,264  acres  (2.7  per  cent)  ;  and  fruit.  318  acres  (2  per  cent)  ;  the  area 
of  flax  increased  by  38.311  acres  (72.1  per  cent). 

In  Ulster  the  area  under  grain  crops  decreased  bv  11.191  acres,  that 
under  green  crops  by  15,094  acres,  and  that  in  fruit  by  220  acres.  The 
area  under  flax  was  reported  in  1916  as  89.306  acres,  or  an  increase 
of  36,785  acros  over  1915.  and  was  over  97^  per  cent  of  the  total  area 
of  this  crop  for  all  Ireland. 

The  total  area  of  hav  in  1916  in  Ireland  was  2.406.247  acres,  as 
compared  with  2,495,929  acres  in  1915,  a  decline  of  89.682  acres,  or  3.6 
per  cent.  The  area  under  hay  decreased  in  all  four  Provinces.  The 
area  of  pasture,  includirg  m'^imtain  grazing,  was  12,439.709  acres, 
against  12.353,124  acres  in  1915,  an  increase  of  86,585  acres. 

Yield  of  Grain  and  Vegetables — Live  Stock. 

The  total  estimated  yield  of  vxhf^at  in  Ireland  for  1916  was  1,514,- 
482  hundredweight,  a  decrease  of  210  925  from  1915;  of  oats.  17,815,- 
348  hundredweight,  a  decrease  of  785.769;  of  barley,  2.801,711  hun- 
dredweight, an  increase  of  279,627 ;  and  of  r_ye,  96,032  hundredweight, 
a  decrease  of  12,841. 

The  tot:d -Irish  production  of  potatoes  in  1916  Avas  2,433,346  tons, 
against  3.710.063  tons  in  1915.  a  decrease  of  1.276.717  tons.  The  pro- 
duction of  potatoes  in  Ulster  was  29.4  per  cent  less  than  the  average 
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for  the  10  years  1906-1915,  and  in  Leinster  it  was  2-l-.()  per  cent  less, 
but  the  shortage  in  Mimster  was  only  12.5  per  cent  and  in  Comiaught 
only  12.3  per  cent. 

The  .yield  of  turnips  in  Ireland  in  191(3  Avas  4,435,911  tons,  a  de- 
crease of  055,123  tons  from  1915.  The  i)roduction  of  mangles 
amounted  to  1,027,834  tons  in  1916,  179,015  tons  less  than  in  1915. 

There  were  598.978  horses  in  Ireland  on  June  1,  1916,  an  increase 
of  38,001  (0.8  per  cent)  over  June  1,  1915;  4,970,441  cattle,  a  gain  of 
120,640  (2.0  per  cent)  ;  3,703,705  sheep,  an  increase  of  163,638  (4.5 
per  cent)  ;  1,290,289  pigs,  a  gain  of  85,040  (7.1  per  cent)  ;  and  20,- 
472,753  poultry,  an  increase  of  389,940  (1.5  per  cent).  In  Ulster 
there  were  180,500  horses  on  June  1,  1910,  an  increase  of  12,405  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year;  1,207,702  cattle,  a  gain  of  23,403; 
004,098  sheep,  an  increase  of  21,833;  311,800  pigs,  a  gain  of  11.237; 
and  10,056,218  poultry,  an  increase  of  189,918. 

Reports  of  Railways  for  1916. 

The  Great  Northern  Kailway  of  Ireland,  which  has  a  mileage  of 
561,  reports  an  increase  of  $305,089  (5  per  cent)  in  its  gross  traffic 
receipts  for  the  year  1910,  but  this  was  more  than  offset  by  an  in- 
crease of  10  per  cent  in  operating  expenses.  There  was  a  balance  of 
$1,314,208,  and  the  payment  of  the  proposed  dividend  on  ordinary 
stock  at  6  per  cent  for  the  half  year,  or  54  per  cent  for  the  year, 
would  leave  $230,010  to  be  carried  forAvard. 

The  Belfast  and  County  Down  Raihvay  Co.  had  a  very  good  year, 
with  gross  receipts  constituting  a  record,  and  a  dividend  of  0|  per 
cent  was  paid.  Th^'s  railway  is  about  80  miles  in  length  and  cen- 
tered in  County  Down,  connecting  Belfast  with  points  on  the 
sea  coast. 

Returns  for  1916  of  the  Midland  Railway  (having  a  mileage  of 
263)  show  a  decline  in  the  percentage  of  ])agsenger  receipts  from 
52.48  in  1915  to  51.50  in  1916,  but  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
freight  receipts  from  47.52  in  1915  to  48.50  in  1910.  The  total  traffic 
expenditure  showed  an  increase  in  percentage  from  07.42  in  1915  to 
72.18  in  1910. 

The  Irish  Linen  Industry. 

The  linen  industry  is  said  to  have  had  a  satisfactory  year  in  1916, 
notwithstanding  the  high  prices  of  flax,  due  to  deficiency  in  supplies 
from  abroad.  Not  only  raw  material  but  all  other  items  entering 
into  the  cost  of  production  advanced  in  price.  In  the  earlier  part  of 
the  year  the  acute  shortage  of  material  obliged  spinners  largely  to 
withdraw  from  the  marliet  and  for  a  time  there  was  no  trade  in  many 
classes  of  cloths.  Prices  rose  sharpl3^  reaching  a  climax  in  May. 
New  supplies  of  flax  then  arrived  and  prices  for  yarns  and  cloth  de- 
clined until  the  lowest  price  was  reached  at  the  end  of  October,  when 
reduced  supplies  from  Russia  compelled  spinners  to  advance  prices 
and  thus  bring  to  a  conclusion  one  of  the  most  rapid  fluctuations 
ever  recorded  in  this  market.  Taking  25s  tow  as  an  example,  the 
following  were  approximate  (juotations  for  that  number  per  bundle 
of  60,000  vards  of  gray  varn :  August  1,  1914,  $1.04;  January  1,  1915, 
$2.08;  January  1,  1910,  $3.05;  May  1.  191C).  *3.89;  November  1,  1910, 
$3.16;  and  December  22,  1916,  $3.83. 
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Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  of  linen  yarn  decreased  from 
their  prewar  level  of  32,104,622  pounds  (the  average  for  the  years 
1911-1913)  to  577,239  pounds  in  1915,  and  1,109,232  pounds  in  1916. 
The  use  of  mercerized  cotton  yarns  kept  in  operation  many  Irish 
damask  looms  that  otherwise  would  have  been  idle,  and  various  kinds 
of  household  goods,  cheap  as  compared  with  linen,  were  manufac- 
tured. 

The  imports  of  cotton  yarn  into  Belfast  increased  from  3,521  tons 
in  1914  to  6,222  tons  in  1915  and  10,486  tons  in  1916,  showing  a  de- 
creasing use  of  linen,  and  the  larger  extent  to  which  looms  here  are 
being  employed  in  union  and  wholly  cotton  goods. 

The  Making-up  Trade. 

In  the  making-up  trade  for  1916  prices  of  all  supplies  advanced 
to  new  levels  in  this  market.  The  fanc}""  linen  business  was  par- 
ticularly busy,  a  good  medium  quality  being  greatly  in  demand;  but 
the  finer  lines  were  quiet,  owing  to  the  abnormal  cost  of  linen.  Col- 
ored embroideries,  unknown  in  this  market  before  the  war,  have  now 
become  a  strong  staple  line.  Owing  to  the  limited  output  of  sup- 
plies from  Switzerland,  the  local  handkerchief  trade  was  very  suc- 
cessful, Irish  hand-embroideries  being  favored.  The  blouse  and 
lingerie  trade  was  good.  Manufacturers  of  boys'  suits,  aprons,  pina- 
fores, and  overalls  fared  unusually  well. 

The  home  demand,  stimulated  by  the  increased  purchasing  power 
of  the  working  classes,  was  fairly  good  in  1916.  Of  foreign  mar- 
kets, the  United  States,  as  usual,  occupied  first  place  in  the  purchases 
of  linen  manufactures  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  exports  to 
that  country  in  1916  were  not  proportionately  as  large  as  tiiose  in  the 
previous  three  years.  South  America  practically  recovered  from  its 
depression,  but  the  high  prices  seriously  interfered  with  many  lines 
formerly  sold  in  large  quantities.  In  Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
trade  kept  up  exceptionally  well,  but  business  in  Canada  seems  to 
have  declined  slightly.  There  was  a  good  demand  in  Norway, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark,  for  made-up  goods,  such  as  handkerchiefs 
and  towels,  largeh^  due  to  continental  supplies  being  cut  off. 

Increased  Exports  of  Linens. 

The  total  value  of  linen  piece  goods  exported  from  the  United 
Kingdom  in  1916  was  $32,692,606,  an  amount  not  equaled  since  1873. 
If  the  total  value  of  linen  manufactures  be  taken  as  $45,799,395,  it 
has  been  only  once  exceeded,  in  1866,  when  the  aggregate  was  $46,- 
602,796.  Comparing  the  figures  of  1916  with  those  of  the  previous 
year,  there  is  an  increase  in  piece  goods  of  15,300,800  yards  in  quan- 
tity and  $8,665,106  in  value:  in  those  exported  to  the  United  States, 
5,288,000  yards  and  $2,943,780. 

Goods  not  in  the  piece  are  handkerchiefs,  showing  an  increase  in 
1916  of  $501,371,  and  table  linen,  $441,757;  other  items  are  thread 
for  sewing  and  unenumerated  articles,  with  increases  of  $1,185,074 
and  $277,911,  respectively.  The  high  prices  at  which  linen  manu- 
factures were  sold  during  the  year  account  largely  for  these  increases. 
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The  board  of  trade  returns  give  the  following  values  of  linen  manu- 
factures exported  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  past  tAvo 
years : 


Items. 

1915 

1910 

Items. 

1915 

1910 

LINEN  PIECE  GOODS. 

Plaiu,    unbleached,    or 
bleached 

$20, 055, 971 

2,081,060 
090, 463 

529,009,523 

3,061,442 
021,642 

OTHER  THAN  PIECE 
GOODS. 

Handkerchiefs 

$2,565,234 
2, 210,  4j8 
2,912,070 
3,006,957 

S3, 060, 605 
2, 65S  165 

Checked,     printed,     or 
dyed,  and  damasks  or 

Table  linen 

Thread  for  sewing 

Unenumerated  articles  . . 

4,097,150 
3,284,868 

10,700,609 

13,106,788 

Total 

24,027,500 

32,092,007 

The  value  of  exports  of  linen  piece  goods  from  the  United  King- 
dom, by  countries,  during  the  past  two  years  follows: 


Countries. 


Argentina 

Australia 

Brazil 

British  East  Indies 

British  South  Africa 

British  West  Indies  (in- 
cluding Bahamas  and 
British  Guiana) 

Canada 

Colombia  and  Panama 

Cuba 

Denmark 

Dutch  East  Indies 


$037, 872 
2.358,012 

'  554, 990 

I,  20c, 417 

388, 960 


68,116 
1, 248, 184 

92, 551 
783, 078 
270, 135 
239, 830 


1916 


$1,246,844 
3,021,118 

839, 573 
2, 055, 848 

467, 583 


S3, 772 
1.595,725 
'159,042 
996,338 
S50, 489 
356,767 


Countries. 


Egypt 

France 

New  Zealand 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Spain  and  Canary  Islands. 

Switzerland 

United  States 

All  other  countries 

Total 


1915 


$154, 516 

1, 603, 789 

454, 847 

175,218 

84,512 

15, 8^0 

81, 042 

99, 578 

12, 200,  E  63 

1,698,905 


24,482,347 


1916 


$316,030 

1,587,880 

507, 137 

175, 558 

374, 482 

16,998 

IcO, 784 

83, 089 

15, 204, 143 

2,596,807 


32, 692, 607 


Flax  Imports  Smaller — Irish  Crop  and  Prices. 

In  1916  the  imports  of  Russian  flax  into  the  United  Kingdom  were 
68,647  tons,  as  compared  with  51,999  tons  in  1915  and  53,248  tons 
in  1914.  Supplies  from  Holland  have  been  small,  the  imports  being 
2,052  tons  in  1916,  against  5,710  tons  in  1915  and  4,145  tons  in  1914. 
Of  Belgian  flax,  only  62  tons  were  imported  in  1916,  as  compared 
with  1,105  tons  in  1915  and  13,987  tons  in  1914.  The  imports  of 
flax  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  all  other  countries  w^ere  3,686 
tons  in  1916,  against  4,769  tons  in  1915  and  1,563  tons  in  1914. 

The  acreage  under  flax  in  Ireland  in  1916  was  91,454,  as  compared 
with  52,143  in  1915,  but  the  increase  in  yield  was  not  proportionate 
to  the  additional  area,  owing  to  the  late  arrival  of  seed.  Although  the 
crop  was  irregular  in  quality,  a  substantial  quantity  of  good  fiber 
v.'as  obtained. 

The  Irish  flax  crop  in  1916  was  estimated  at  2,318,652  stones  (of 
14  pounds),  against  1,546,267  stones  in  1915,  an  increase  of  772,385 
stones.  The  average  production  of  fiber  was  25.1  stones  per  statute 
acre,  as  comiDared  with  29.7  stones  in  1915,  or  5.8  stones  below  the 
average  of  30.9  stones  for  the  ten  years  1906-1915.  The  value  of  the 
Irish  flax  crop  of  1916  was  estimated  roughly  at  about  $15,816,125. 

Prices  of  flax  per  ton  c.  i.  f.  Belfast  on  December  31  of  the  past 
three  years  were:  Belgian,  $486  in  1914,  $973  in  1915,  and  from 
$1,362  to  $1,460  in  1916;  Dutch,  $438,  $730,  and  $1,070;  and  Rus- 
sian, $263,  $331,  and  $462.    On  the  same  date  Irish  flax  was  quoted 
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at  $657  per  ton  in  1914,  $876  per  ton  in  1915,  and  $1,071  per  ton  in 
3916. 

According  to  the  Belfast  Harbor  Commissioners'  returns,  imports 
into  this  port  were:  Flax,  35,964  tons  in  1914,  29,090  in  1915,  and 
31,322  in  1916;  and  tow.  4.452  tons  in  1914,  7,696  in  1915,  and  7,024 
in  1916.  Exports  from  Belfast  were:  Flax,  4,355  tons  in  1914,  5,697 
in  1915,  and  5,282  in  1916;  and  tow,  509  tons  in  1914,  624  in  1915,  and 
903  in  1916. 
Trade  in  Linen  Yarns. 

The  year  opened  with  high  prices  for  all  linen  yarns,  with  a  rapid 
advance  in  tows  and  coarse  mmibers  of  lines  until  May.  Toward  the 
end  of  July  Government  orders  practically  ceased,  and  the  ordinary 
business  was  insufficient  to  keep  looms  going,  so  the  demand  for 
yarns  fell  off  considerably.  Manufacturers  who  had  bought  yarns 
in  anticipation  of  further  Government  orders  entered  the  market  as 
sellers;  and  spinners,  having  a  good  margin  of  profit  on  toAvs,  were 
anxious  to  keep  stocks  from  gathering,  with  the  result  that  during 
August,  September,  and  October  tows  declined  about  85  cents  per 
bundle,  and  coarse  numbers  up  to  80s  fell  in  sympathy.  Manu- 
facturers of  fine  counts  had  already  stopped  much  of  this  machinery 
or  changed  into  any  class  of  yarn  they  could  make  or  sell  at  a  profit; 
and  with  decreased  production,  the  cost  of  fine  yarns  rose  rapidly. 

The  imports  of  linen  yarn  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
past  three  years  follow:  In  1914,  21,936,201  pounds,  $4,403,112:  in 
1915,  577,239  pounds,  $30,982;  and  in  1916,  1,109,232  pounds,  $313,178. 
The  exports  from  the  iTnited  Kingdom  were:  In  1914,  12,444,700 
pounds,  $4,308,940;  in  1915,  6,416,800  pounds,  $2^606,886;  and  in  1916. 
9,586.400  pounds.  $5,196,808.  Of  the  exports,  2.671,400  pounds^ 
valued  at  $686,935,  went  to  the  United  States  in  1914;  1,742.500 
pounds,  $660,968,  in  1915;  and  2,285,100  pounds,  $1,148,728,  in  1916. 
France  was  the  best  customer  in  1916,  taking  3,411,200  pounds, 
worth  $2,006,317. 

Record  Imports  of  Cotton  Yarns  and  Piece  Goods. 

During  the  past  year  new  records  were  established  for  imports  into 
Belfast  of  cotton  yarns  and  piece  goods.  The  cotton  trade  in  general 
experienced  marked  fluctuations  in  prices.  The  year  opened  with 
American  middling  cotton  at  16  cents  per  pound;  after  receding  to  15 
cents  it  rose  steadily  to  25  cents  and  subsequently  declined  to  20  cents. 

The  principal  number  of  single  cotton  warp  yarn  used  here  is  16s, 
which  was  sold  in  December,  1915,  at  23  cents  per  pound;  in  1916, 
when  25  cents  per  pound  was  the  price  of  raw  cotton,  yarn  advanced 
to  35  cents  per  pound.  Cotton  goods  were  from  30  to  40  per  cent 
higher  than  in  1915.  The  impoi'ts  into  Belfast  of  cotton  yarns  in 
1916  showed  an  increase  of  a  little  more  than  68  per  cent  over  1915 
and  were  almost  treble  those  in  1914. 

For  cotton  piece  goods,  owing  to  their  being  included  in  the  returns 
with  drapery  goods,  oxact  figures  can  not  be  given,  but  it  is  known 
that  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  their  imports. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States  and  Possessions. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $3,763,169  in  the  value  of  declared  exports 
from  Belfast  to  the  United  States  in  1916,  largely  accounted  for  by 


IRELAND — BELFAST. 


tlie  advance  in  the  price  of  linen  goods.    The  value  of  the  urincipal 
articles  invoiced  during  the  past  two  years  is  shown  in  the  nc.-it  table : 


Articles. 


Cotton: 

Damask 

Embroideries 

Handkerchiefs — 

N  t  hemmed 

Hemmed  or  hem- 
stitched  

Embroidered 

Cloth 

Manufactures,  u.  c.  s... 

Other 

Felt 

Flax: 

Not  hackled 

Hackled 

Noils 

Tow  of 

Flax,  mauutictures  of: 
Embroideries  and  laces 
Fabrics- 
Plain  woven 

Not  plain  woven. . 
Handkerchiefs — 

Not    hemmed    or 

hemmed  only 

Hemstitched 

Embroidered 


1915 


$81,175 
27, 595 

19,C31 

50,904 
174,024 
200,178 
00,450 
45, 831 
01,132 

5,973 

1,045,3^ 

17,202 

11,218 

71,389 

6,152,079 
2,709,344 


08,990 
523, 055 
990,960 


$257,171 
38,441 

25, 651 

91,507 

174, 024 

342,215 

202,011 

51,377 

74,523 

69,843 

1,469,88:3 

5,318 

13,712 

100, 587 

8,282,1.34 
2,5J9,987 


103,520 
755.330 
860,431 


Arliclea-. 


Flax,   manufactures  of:  — 
Continued. 

Thread 

Woven-flax  articles,  n. 

c.  s 

Yarns — 

Not  finer  than  8  lea , 

Finer  than  8  lea 

and    n  ^t     finer 

than  80  lea 

Finer  than  80  lea . . 

Ginger  ale 

Jute  manufactures: 

Burlap 

Plain 

Machinery 

Nursery  stock 

Paper  st  ck 

Seed,  grass 

Whisky 

Woolens 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


$140,9215 

2,440,8.54 

t.lOO 


182, 713 
09, 818 
50,297 

28,943 

16,205 
9,800 

19, 399 
119,364 

67,334 
130, 885 


124,662 


15,823,964 


■?245, 995 

2, 079, 950 

3,. 541 


491,8.53 
24, 224 
72,. 595 

25, 691 
4,002 
14,481 
19, 834 
33,980 
110, 265 
197, 303 
35,331 
97,214 


The  exports  to  United  States  possessions  consisted  entirely  of  flax 
manufactures  in  1916 — $10,455  worth  to  the  Philippine  Islands  and 
$8,001  to  Porto  Rico.  In  1915  the  Philippines  took  linen  goods 
valued  at  $11,412;  felt,  $1,205;  and  cotton  cloth,  $171;  a  total  of 
$12,788;  and  Porto  Rico  received  linen  goods  worth  $5,821,  and  cot- 
ton goods,  $1,384,  totaling  $7,205.  There  were  no  certified  invoices 
covering  shipments  to  Hawaii  or  to  the  Canal  Zone  in  191G. 
Returned  American  goods  were  valued  at  $39,948  in  191G,  as  com- 
pared with  $10,827  in  1915;  these  goods  in  191(3  were  mostly  empty 
oil  barrels,  $27,000,  and  tobacco  stems,  $12,653. 

Changes  in  Shipments  for  1916. 

Exports  of  flax  manufactures  in  1916,  amounting  to  $15,390,945, 
increased  by  $2,368,274  over  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  plain 
woven  fabrics,  forming  the  largest  single  item,  showed  a  gain  in 
yardage  of  9,191,339  and  in  value  of  $2,130,055;  fabrics  not  plain 
woven  decreased  by  3,455,863  in  yardage  and  of  $169,357  in  value. 
Handkerchiefs,  not  embroidered,  increased  by  4,985  dozen  and 
$266,811;  embroidered  handkerchiefs  fell  off  by  95,821  dozen  and 
$130,529. 

Cotton  manufactures  exported,  totaling  $1,186,597  in  1916,  in- 
(!reased  by  $490,809  over  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  cloth  in- 
creased by  1,021,520  yards  and  $136,037;  damask,  by  884,893  yards 
and  $175,996 ;  handkerchiefs,  not  embroidered,  by  182,177  dozen  and 
$46,623;  and  embroidered  handkerchiefs  by  17,159  dozen  and  $600. 

Flax  (unmanufactured),  of  which  1,389  tons  were  shipped  to  the 
United  States  in  1916,  showed  a  decrease  in  tonnage  of  86,  but  an 
increase  in  value  of  $478,919  as  compared  with  1915.  Exports  of 
linen  yarns,  amounting  to  909,592  pounds  in  1916,  gained  by  439,934 
pounds  niul  $262,960  over  the  previous  year;  and  linen  thread,  total- 
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ing  316,407  pounds,   showed   an  increase   of   155,291   pounds   and 
$105,069. 

Among  other  items,  shipments  of  whisky  were  55.201  gallons  in 
1916,  an  increase  of  27-,883  gallons  and  $66,418;  grass  seed^  1,844,517 
pounds,  a  gain  of  451,386  pounds  and  $42,931;  ginger  ale,  87,339 
dozen  bottles,  an  increase  of  19,215  dozen  bottles  and  $22,298;  and 
paper  stock,  567,979  pounds,  a  decrease  of  1.093.693  pounds  and 
$85,384. 
Coal  Trade — Prices  of  Maize. 

British  coal  is  the  largest  single  item  of  imports  into  Belfast,  the 
the  figures  in  1916  being  1,369,982  tons,  an  increase  of  49,204  tons 
over  1915.  The  price  of  ccal  here  is  ruled  by  freight  and  labor  costs. 
During  1916  these  advanced  rapidly.  The  average  selling  price  per 
ton  of  the  best  house  coal  in  1916  f.  o.  b.  steamer  in  England  was 
$6.33  and  the  average  freight  to  Belfast  was  $2.43  per  ton.  It  is 
stated  that  bei'^re  the  war  the  same  kind  of  coal  could  be  had  at  an 
English  port  for  from  $2.92  to  $3.65  per  ton,  and  the  freight  was 
$0.86  per  ton.  The  rate  from  Scotland  to  Belfast  in  1916  varied 
from  $1.22  to  $1.58  per  ton,  as  compared  with  $0  36  to  $0.46  in  pre- 
war times.  Prices  for  coal  were  high  throughout  the  year.  At  the 
close  of  1916  house  coal  was  selling  in  Belfast  at  $10.58  per  ton,  an 
increase  of  $3.89,  or  more  than  58  per  cent,  over  prewar  prices. 

Prices  of  Indian  corn  ruled  relatively  high  when  the  year  opened 
and  advanced  further  in  the  early  months.  During  March,  $13.38 
per  quarter  of  480  pounds  was  paid  for  cargoes  afloat  and  no  sub- 
stantial decline  occurred  until  June,  when  freights  became  easier 
and  prices  fell  to  the  early  January  level,  $11.55.  Fluctuations  in 
the  succeeding  months  were  largely  influenced  by  changes  in  freight 
rates,  $12.90  being  paid  in  August  and  $11.19  in  September;  the 
highest  point  of  the  year  was  reached  in  December,  when  the  rate 
was  $16.55  per  quarter.  During  1916  local  r«erchants  were  practi- 
cally dependent  upon  South  America  for  supplies,  as  shipments  from 
the  United  States  were  limited. 

Imports  of  Wheat  Larger. 

Wheat  was  obtainable  at  a  moderate  price  at  the  beginning  of 
1916,  but  it  soon  advanced  from  10  to  20  per  cent,  owing  to  limited 
supplies  and  the  increase  in  freight  rates.  The  chief  advance  in 
prices  was  realized  for  white  varieties,  which  sold  at  over  $17.03 
per  quarter  of  480  pounds  during  March.  A  considerable  decline 
occurred  in  the  succeeding  months,  owing  to  the  surplus  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  from  the  1915  crop,  and  the  lowest  point 
of  the  year  was  touched  in  June,  wdien  white  Pacific  coast  qualities 
were  quoted  at  $12.29  and  fine  Manitobas  at  about  the  sam.e  price. 

The  estimated  shortage  of  winter  and  spring "  wheat  grown  in 
North  America,  compared  with  the  exceptionally  good  harvest  of 
1915,  was  56,000,000  quarters,  or  about  double  the  whole  yearly 
import  of  foreign  wheat  into  the  United  Kingdom.  This,  together 
with  the  partial  failure  of  the  world's  wheat  crop  in  1916,  caused 
a  rapid  rise  in  prices  during  the  autumn,  and  in  December  new 
records  were  made,  when  fine  grades  sold  at  from  $19,70  to  $20.32 
per  quarter. 
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The  imports  of  wheat  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  lOlG  were 
5.003,42G  tons  (an  increase  of  570,031  tons  over  1915,  but  a  decrease 
of  192,911  from  1914)  ;  of  this  total  Belfast  took  90.440  tons,  an 
increase  of  35,084  tons  over  1915  and  14,900  tons  over  1914. 

Flour  Imports — Milling  Reg'ulations. 

.  The  amount  of  flour  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  1916 
was  498,016  tons  (a  decrease  of  26,092  tons  from  1915,  and  4,995  tons 
from  1914)  ;  of  this  total  Belfast  received  95,072  tons,  an  increase  of 
1,422  tons  over  1915,  but  a  decrease  of  4,005  tons  as  compared  with 
1914.  The  range  of  prices  during  the  year  was  from  $8.76  to  $14.60 
per  sack  of  280  pounds. 

The  Government  on  November  27, 1916,  issued  an  order  prohibiting 
the  milling  or  importation  of  white  flour  and  requiring  in  all  mills 
the  production  of  a  "  straight-grain  "  flour,  producing  from  74  to 
76  per  cent  of  the  weight  of  the  grain.  The  new  flour,  it  may  be 
explained,  has  nothing  added  to  it  in  the  manufacture;  it  is  only 
that  less  is  taken  out  of  it,  the  "sharps"  (usualy  sifted  out)  being 
allowed  to  remain  as  a  portion  of  the  flour.  Local  mills  quickly 
made  all  necessary  arrangements  and  modifications  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  new  flour.  Bakery  firms  also  prepared  to  produce  the 
"  war  ''  bread,  which  is  said  to  be  even  more  nutritious  than  that 
made  from  white  flour,  and  not  inferior  in  flavor  or  digestibility. 
Imports  of  Motor  Cars,  Timber,  and  Tobacco. 

The  increased  duty  on  pleasure  cars,  the  restrictions  on  the  supply 
of  petrol,  and  its  largely  enhanced  price  have  not  stopped  the  de- 
mand for  such  motor  vehicles.  A  number  of  cars  were  imported 
into  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  United  States  during  the  early 
part  of  1916.  the  import  duty  of  334  per  cent  not  checking  the  inflow, 
especially  of  the  cheaper  models.  Subsequenth^  orders  were  issued 
prohibiting  the  imporlation  of  either  pleasure  or  commercial  ve- 
hicles, but  many  cars  and  chassis  had  already  been  received,  of  which 
Belfast  got  its  share.  In  1910.  679  motor  cars  were  brought  to  Bel- 
fast from  England,  there  being  no  direct  foreign  importations;  in 
1915  coastwise  shipments  numbered  976  and  foreign  70,  making  a 
total  of  1.046. 

Imports  of  logs  into  Belfast  for  the  calendar  vear  1916  were  neariy 
250.000  cubic  feet  more  than  in  1915.  but  alniost  60.000  cubic  feet 
short  of  the  average  for  the  years  1912-1914.  The  kinds  brought  in 
last  3'ear  were:  Birch,  1,271  cubic  feet;  pitch  pine,  366,871  cubic 
feet;  and  white  pine,  38.701  cubic  feet,  compared  with  imports  in  a 
normal  year  (1910)  of  17,573,  532,581,  and  199,156  cubic  feet,  respec- 
tively. 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  imports  of  Canadian 
spruce  and  Scandinavian  red  and  white  fir,  owing  to  the  embargo  by 
the  Government  on  all  building  and  repair  work  to  amounts  exceed- 
ing $2,433.  During  1916  freights  touched  the  highest  point  ever 
known,  spruce  deal  rates  from  Canadian  ports  reaching  $94.90;  in 
normal  times  they  were  about  $9.73. 

Early  in  1916  the  Government  ordered  that  imports  of  raw  leaf 
tobacco  should  be  limited  to  one-third  of  the  normal  supply.  The 
effect  of  this  restriction  and  the  fact  that  British  stocks  were  small 
considerably    increased    prices  of   raw    leaf   in   this   market.     The 
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marked  rise  in  price  in  the  ITnitocl  States,  where  most  local  supplies 
are  obtained,  and  exceedingly  high  freiglits  both  added  to  the  cost 
of  the  raw  material. 
Principal  Articles  Imported. 

Tlie  increases  in  the  imports  into  Belfast  in  1916  were  principally 
in  coal,  cotton  goods,  fionr,  grain  (barley,  rye,  and  wheat),  and  oil; 
and  the  decreases  were  in  cement,  cottonseed  meal,  deals,  Indian  corn, 
iron  motors,  steel,  sugar,  and  leaf  tobacco. 

The  returns  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Belfast  issued  by  the  harbor 
commissioners  make  no  distinction  between  goods  coming  from  or 
going  to  England  or  Scotland  and  those  from  or  to  foreign  countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  into  Belfast  in 
1915  and  1916,  in  long  tons  of  2.240  pounds  unless  otherwise  noted : 


Articles. 


Beverages: 

Ale  and  beer 

Porter ■ 

Whisky 

Boots  and  shoes 

Carriages: 

4-wheeled 

2-wheelcd 

M  tor 

Cement 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc.: 

Acid 

Bleaching  p jwder 

Other     chemicals     and 
drugs 

Oil— 

Paraffin  and  petro- 

lenm 

Other 

Paints 

Soda 

S  da  ash 

"  Number. 
Coal,  coke,  etc.: 

Charcoal 

Coal 

Coke 

Confecti  ;nery 

Earthenware,  glass,  etc.: 

Bottles 

Glass 

Slates 

Fertilizers: 

Nitrate  of  soda 

Phosphate  rock , 

I'^ruits  and  vegetables: 

Apples  and  pears 

Dried  fruits 

Green  and  preserved 

Oranges 

Onivns 

Grain,  flour,  etc.: 

Barley,  unmanufactured 

Bran 

Cottonseed  cake 

Cottonseed  meal 

Feeding  meal 

Flour 

Indian  corn 

Linseed  cake 

Oats 

Rye 

Wheat 


1915 


Tons. 
5,017 

4,sr.8 

3,533 
3,003 

"26 

"  31 

ol,04fi 

19,967 

374 

4,0S1 

2,593 


29.523 
10;319 
3, 205 
5,>:;51 
4,030 


288 

1,320,778 

21,238 

3,915 

9,  r,(i5 

1,850 

4,C91 

/ 

1,538 
17,321 

2,359 
2,105 
G,  119 
3,575 
5,417 

19,173 

17,SC>6 

10.316 

0, 793 

13,391 

93,650 

248,204 

7,242 

4,867 

11,873 

55,356 


191C) 


Tons. 
4,439 
2,951 

2,(:03 
3,112 

a  72 

139 

'(679 

10,802 

283 
3, 5.52 

2,4.10 


30,200  I 
11,370  I 
2,6-43  i 
6, 219 
4,380 


22 

1,309,982 

21,2:^8 

2,942 

10,094 
2.209 
4;  769 

1,228 
15,750 

2,453 

2,202 
1,.576 
3,698 
,5,414 

25,588 

14,334 

9,138 

3,247 

15,992 

95,072 

197, 4C0 

6,963 

3,455 

20, 812 

90,440 


Articles. 


Lard... 

I  eather , 

Meats  and  fish: 

Paeon .  . 

Pcef 

Fisb,  fresh , 

Metals,  and  miimifactures  of: 

Eoi'ers,  steam 

Bedsteads,  iron , 

Bo'ls 

Castin'Ts 

Copper 

ITord".Trc 

Machines  and  machinery 

Nai's 

Pisf  iron 

Ri\  ets 

Sbcct  and  plate  iron 

Steel 

Wrought  iron 

Paper 

Seeds: 

Clover 

Flax 

Grass 

Other 

Sheep 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tobacco: 

MaJiuf;ictured 

Unmanufactured 

Textile  materials,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Cotton  goods 

Cotton  raw 

Flax 

Hemp 

Linen 

Tow 

Wool 

Woo'ens 

Yarns- 
Cotton  

Linen 

Woolen 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boards,  planed 

Deals 

Empty  boxes 

Mahogany 

Timber , 

Timber,  wrought , 


1915 


Ton.''. 
1,300 
1,255 

3, 4  75 

863 
1,,582 

339 

701 

1,597 

6,761 

1,052 

4  210 

10  594 

2,  .337 

8  017 

3.842 

36, 121 

40,2^5 

24.229 

15,  754 

444 
2,855 
1,417 
1.578 
oil.  910 
3,443 
34, 255 

763 
7,190 


19,250 
4,887 
29,091 
18,9.30 
3, 636 
7,690 
758 
2,232 

6,222 
3,460 


b  6,  730 

&  58.035 

11,880 

289 

6  14,345 

6  1, 101 


1916 


Tom. 
1.179 
1,256 

3,718 

370 

1,142 

323 
432 
1.548 
8,513 
1,131 
3,478 
9,345 
2,490 
9,104 
2,507 
14,083 
33. 207 
16,071 
14,111 

408 

4,361 

578 

1,053 

a  11, 704 

3,775 

29,  787 

707 
4,620 


22, 079 
7,893 
31.322 
17, 777 
3, 515 
7,024 
653 
2,190 

10, 486 

2,528 
746 

6  5.921 

b  50, 787 

11,617 

308 

6  15,633 

6  824 


o  Number. 

b  Loads  (a  load  of  square  timber  is  SOcubic  feet;  unhewn,  40  cubic  feet;  inch  planks,  600  superficial  fe€t). 


IRELAND BELFAST.  H 

little  Direct  Trading — American  Goods  Sold. 

Imports  into  Belfast,  except  shipments  in  bulk,  generally  come 
through  England  or  Scotland,  owing  to  the  comparatively  small  quan- 
tities in  which  purchases  are  usually  made.  Belfast  firms  consider  it 
to  their  advantage  to  buy  in  this  way  rather  than  to  import  direct 
from  foreign  markets,  as  they  obtain  quicker  deliveries  and  better 
credit  terms.  In  many  lines  of  trade  they  can  purchase  en  what  is 
practically  an  open  credit,  getting  a  discount  ranging  from  2|  to  5 
per  cent  for  cash  in  30  days. 

Among  the  principal  American  articles  that  have  enjoyed  a  good 
sale  in  Belfast  are  agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  cottonseed 
meal,  drugs,  canned  and  fresh  fruits,  canned  vegetables  and  meats, 
hardware  and  sundry  household  articles,  edged  tools,  glassware  and 
glass  containers,  surgical  and  dental  instruments,  toilet  articles,  bristle 
brushes,  motor  cars  and  motor  cycles,  musical  instruments,  leather,  un- 
derv\'ear,  hosiery,  typewriters,  cash  registers,  and  sewing  machines. 

The  chief  articles  that  have  been  imported  into  Belfast  direct  from 
the  United  States  are  cottonseed  cake,  flour,  grain,  meal,  phosphate 
rock,  and  timber. 

This  consulate  has  received  numerous  inquiries  from  local  firms 
desirous  of  negotiating  with  American  manufacturers,  principally  in 
respect  to  fleece  underwear,  cotton  and  imitation  silk  hosiery,  covert 
coatings,  fancy  buttons,  iron  and  steel  plates,  coiled  wire,  motor  fuel, 
gum  slack-barrel  staves,  and  glass  containers  suitable  for  the  whisky 
trade. 
Belfast  as  a  Trade  Center. 

The  port  of  Belfast  has  an  estate  of  over  2,000  acres,  including 
docks,  wharves,  and  shipyards.  It  is  an  outlet  for  most  of  the  goods 
manufactured  in  Ireland  and  a  distributing  center  for  many  of  the 
country's  imports. 

Classifying  the  trade  of  Belfast,  according  to  the  chairman  of  the 
harbor  commissioners,  the  imports  consist  of  farm  produce,  foodstuffs, 
etc.,  36  per  cent;  manufactured  goods,  49  per  cent;  and  raw  materials, 
15  per  cent.  The  exports  comprise  farm  produce,  foods,  beverages 
(including  mineral  water,  etc.) ,  54  per  cent ;  raw  materials,  G  per  cent ; 
and  manufactured  goods,  40  per  cent.  The  linen  goods  exported  from 
Ireland  during  1914  had  a  total  value  of  $69,849,030.  of  which  more 
than  $68,131,000  worth  went  from  Belfast. 

The  harbor  commissioners  have  had  difficulty  in  providing  accom- 
modation for  the  continually  increasing  trade  of  the  port.  During 
1916  over  2,639,000  tons'  weight  of  goods  were  brought  in  and  674,000 
tons  went  out ;  the  tonnage  of  vessels  that  used  the  port  was  3,288,000. 

The  high  price  of  eggs  has  induced  many  persons  to  engage  in 
poultry  raising  during  the  past  two  years,  with  the  result  that  the 
supply  of  Irish  eggs  is  larger  than  ever,  but  the  wholesale  price  was 
more  than  treble  the  prewar  quotation  at  the  end  of  1916. 

Before  the  war  large  quantities  of  eggs  were  imported  from  Rus- 
sia and  Canada,  but  these  supplies  have  been  practically  suspended, 
leading  to  a  heavy  demand  for  Irish  eggs. 
Preserves  and  Confectionery,  Provisions,  and  Whisky. 

The  fruit  crop  in  the  season  just  over  was  very  short  and  prices 
ruled  at  exceedingly  high  figures.     The  difficulty  of  the  manufac- 
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turers  of  preserves  and  confectionery  was  accentuated  b}-  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  commandeering-  considerable  quantities  of 
fruit  in  Great  Britain,  which  left  a  comparatively  small  supply. 
All  these  factors  combined  to  increase  the  cost  of  production  of 
preserves  and  added  materially  to  the  price,  which  has  reached  a 
record  height.  While  allowing  the  full  quantity  of  sugar  required 
for  the  preservation  of  fruit,  the  Royal  Commission  proceeded  difler- 
ently  in  the  case  of  confectionery,  permitting  only  about  half  the 
ordinary  supply,  and  this  quantity  is  likely  to  be  reduced  still  further. 

The  local  market  for  provisions  was  active  during  191G  and  prices 
reached  a  level  considerably  higher  than  that  maintained  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  In  January  Irish  pork  sold  at  $19.47  per  hundred 
weight  which  proved  to  be  the  lowest  price  of  the  year;  in  August 
there  was  a  sharp  advance  to  from  $22.39  to  $22.63,  and  the  closing- 
quotation  in  September  was  about  $23.84,  the  maximum  in  1910,  and 
probably  the  highest  on  record.  In  January  Irish  rolled  bacon  sold 
at  an  average  price  of  $27.49  per  hundred  weight;  the  maximum, 
$32.60,  was  reached  in  September  and  October.  Prices  of  Irish 
smoked  hams  also  ruled  high  in  sympathy  with  those  of  pork  and 
bacon. 

Whisky  advanced  materially  in  price  during  the  past  year.  The 
distillers  witnessed  drastic  alterations  in  the  conditions  under  which 
their  business  was  carried  on.  As  the  import  of  yeast  fi-om  abroad 
was  restricted,  the  home  distillers  had  to  suppl}:'  most  of  the  wants 
of  the  tJnited  Kingdom.  Pot-still  distillers  in  1916  were  allowed 
by  the  Government  to  produce  only  70  per  cent  of  their  normal  out- 
put. Australia  is  still  by  far  the  best  customer  abroad,  and  to  the 
United  States  was  st^nt  much  more  whisk}^  than  during  1915. 

Trade  in  Aerated  Waters  and  Dairy  Products. 

In  1916  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  aerated  waters  were 
difficult  to  obtain  and  prices  were  high.  The  taxation  on  aerated 
waters,  in  addition  to  the  duty  on  sugar,  resulted  in  a  reduction  of 
home  consumption  and  a  decline  in  exports  as  compared  with  prewar 
years.  The  shipments  from  Belfast  in  1916  increased  by  546  tons 
over  1915,  but  decreased  from  1912  and  1913  by  3,487  and  3,431  tons, 
respectively. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  v^'ar  the  wholesale  price  of  Irish  creamery 
butter  has  advanced  more  than  87^  per  cent  owing  principally  to  the 
shortage  of  labor  and  the  high  cost  of  feedstuffs  for  cattle.  The 
price  of  cattle  has  about  doubled,  and  in  many  instances  the  small 
farmers  who  have  been  supplying  the  creameries  with  milk  are  unable 
to  replenish  their  stock,  while  others  have  turned  their  attention  from 
dairy  farming  to  fattening  their  animals  for  slaughter. 

Wool  and  Woolens. 

The  greatl}'  increased  prices  of  wool  and  the  difficulty  in  securing 
deliveries  caused  considerable  dislocation  in  the  woolen  trade  in 
1916.  English  and  Irish  cheviots  were  especially  hard  to  obtain, 
even  at  greatly  advanced  prices.  All  kinds  of  tweeds  and  serges 
continued  to  increase  in  price  during  the  past  year.  The  Govern- 
ment took  over  the  home  and  colonial  clips  of  wool  in  191G,  and  had 
the  first  call  on  manufacturers  for  its  requirements. 
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The  exports  of  v.ool  from  Belfast  in  i;)i()  were  82  tons,  as  com- 
pared with  323  tons  in  1915,  a  decrease  of  241  tons.     Shipments  of 
■woolens  were  1,115  tons  in  1916,  a  decrease  of  33  tons  from  1915. 
Principal  Exports  from  Belfast. 

The  increases  in  exports  from  Belfast  during-  191()  were  mostly 
confined  to  aerated  Avaters,  live  stock,  machinery  and  machines,  pota- 
toes, and  raw  cotton  (reexported).  In  the  quantities  of  h:i con,  hams, 
pork,  coal  (reexported),  confectionery,  eggs,  feeding  meal,  felt,  tifjur, 
horses,  Indian  corn  (reexported),  ^crap  iron,  linen  goods,  and  whisky 
there  was  a  decrease  from  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  exports  from  Belfast  in 
1915  and  1916  in  long  tons  of  2,240  pounds,  unless  otherwise  noted: 


Articles, 


Aerated  waters 

Ale  and  bocr 

Bacon 

Barley,  unmanufactured 

Bi^eiiits 

Bran 

Butter 

CatJe 

Coalfc  

Confectionery 

Cordas^e,  new 

Cott  ns 

Cottonseed  cake  b 

Ck,ttonseed  meal » 

Cv  tton,  raw* 

Eggs. 

Empty  boxes 

Feeding  meal 

Felt 

Flax 

y\MT 

Hams 

Hay 

Hen  ings,  fre<;h 

Herrings,  salt 

Hides  and  skins 

H>^r  es 

Indian  com'' 

Ir.n  castings 

Ir._  n  ore 

Iron,  scrap 


1915 


Tons. 

8,561 

842 

10,5.8 

530 

1,413 

919 

3, 162 

'148,782 

14, 756 

1,286 

8,716 

7,394 

2,043 

351 

5,  OSl 

15,<:SG 

14, 163 

9,150 

l.,12J 

5,697 

8, 268 

3,243 

2,999 

810 

1,728 

2.400 

a  5, 510 

40,r8S 

1,2  5 

34,199 

25,176 


1916 


Tons. 
9,107 

282 

8,307 

358 

1,103 

503 

3,231 

o  150, 2  j7 

6,303 

345 

S,0G4 

8,180 

1,419 

274 

7,704 

14, 757 

13, 503 

4,0.56 

14, 0  9 

5,2.S2 

3, 065 

2,527 

5,2.56 

347 

1,522 

2,300 

12.691 

7,434 

1,200 

30,  .31 4 

19,818 


Articles. 


Lard 

Linen 

Machinery  and  machines 

Manures, artidcial 

Meal • 

Meal,  Indian 

Meat,  c  arse 

Oats 

Oil,  paraffin,  and  petr  leum  *. 

Paper 

Pis^s 

Pitch 

Pork 

P.tatces 

i  Pou.try 

Preserves 

Pyrites 

P-opes,  new 

Salt,  crushed 

Sand,  m  Iding 

Seed,  grass 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Thread 

Timber 

Timber,  wr  ught '.. 

'1  .)ba3co,  manufactured 

V/a<te,  flax,  hemp,  and  tjw. . 
I  Wheat 

Whisky 

Yarn,  linen 

Yeast 


1915 


1916 


Tons. 

1,356 

55,311 

8,832 
7,070 
.3,704 
2,810 
2, 838  I 

12;  581 
1,800 
8,538 

a  7, 296 

921 

2,807 

81,009 
3,. 594 
2,.3r)3 
6, 496 
4,348 
1,810 
5,702 

10.394 

a  19, 691 

2, 573 

<:3,200 
C426 
4,502 
7,340 
2,2.30 

23,095 
7,547 
3,025 


Tons. 
1,083 
51,870 

10,854 

0,009 

2,680 

625 

2,777 

8,754 

1,322 

5,363 

« 11, 593 

644 

1,960 

117,435 

2,  .586 

2,106 

7,064 

4,742 

320 

5, 049 

12,684 

2  28,363 

2,449 

c3,.352 

c372 

4,148 

9,638 

2,191 

17,034 

7,679 

1,686 


a  Number. 
6  Reexpjrt. 
c  Loads  of  square  timber  is  50  cubic  feet:  unhewn,  40  cubic  feet;  inch  planks,  GOO  superficial  feet. 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties — Harbor  Dues. 

The  customs  and  excise  duties  collected  in  1916  for  this  district 
totaled  $21,590,574,  an  increase  of  $1,023,561  over  1915,  and  $61,177 
more  than  the  amount  for  1913,  the  previous  record  year. 

The  total  customs  revenue  in  1916  was  $15,417,767,  an  increase  of 
$3,955,628  over  1915,  and  the  receipts  frcm  excise  duties  (including 
licenses)  were  $6,172,808,  a  decrease  of  $2,921,718  from  1915. 

Tv.o  new  sources  of  revenue  in  1916  were  duties  on  mineral  waters, 
$83,291,  and  entertainments,  $25,503.  These  figures  do  not  include 
income  tax  or  stamp  duties. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Belfast  harbor  commissioners  for 
1916,  the  gross  revenue  of  the  port,  exclusive  of  pilotage,  amounted  to 
$938,724,  and  the  net  surplus  revenue  to  $78,694.  The  expenditure 
was  heavy  on  account  of  the  generally  higher  cost  of  labor  and  ma- 
terials. 
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Shipping  of  the  Port. 

Vessels  in  the  coasting  and  cross-channel  trades  in  1916  had  a  ton- 
nage of  2,217,402,  against  2,720.623  for  1915,  a  decrease  of  473,161 ; 
the  fees  decreased  from  $129,318  in  1915  to  $114,141  in  1916,  a  loss 
of  $15,177. 

The  tonnage  of  steamers  in  the  foreign  trade  decreased  from 
440,446  in  1915  to  436,419  in  1916,  a  drop  of  4,027.  Half-cargo 
steamers  shoAved  a  decrease  from  19,365  tons  in  1915  to  18,505 'tons  in 
1916:  and  sailing  vessels  increased  from  15,439  tons  in  1915  to  27,365 
tons  in  1916,  an  advance  of  11,926  tons.  The  dues  from  full-cargo 
steamers  decreased  from  $29,557  in  1915  to  $26,860  in  1916;  from 
half-cargo  steamers,  from  $982  in  1915  to  $938  in  the  year  under 
review. 

The  number  of  vessels  registered  at  Belfast  in  1916  was  239,  Avith  a 
total  tonnage  of  337,624,  as  compared  with  248  A'essels,  Avith  a  gross 
tonnage  of  373,612,  in  1915.  The  number  of  vessels  cleared  from  the 
port  Avas  8,356,  Avith  a  total  tonnage  of  2,790,264,  as  compared  with 
9,037  vessels,  Avith  a  tonnage  of  3,288,605,  for  1915,  a  decrease  of 
681  vessels  and  498,341  tons. 

Fish  Landed  on  the  Irish  Coasts. 

The  total  value  of  the  fish  landed  on  the  Irish  coasts  during  the 
calendar  year  1916  Avas  $2,120,203,  an  increase  of  $627,185  over  1915. 
Herring,  mackerel,  and  cod,  in  the  order  named,  are  the  largest 
catches  on  the  Irish  coasts.  Of  the  total  catch,  herrings  (over  52 
per  cent)  showed  an  increase  of  $241,991  over  the  prcA^ious  year; 
mackerel  (24  per  cent)  increased  by  $224,769;  and  cod  (nearly  5| 
per  cent)  gained  bj^  $47,668. 

The  folloAving  table  shoAvs  the  total  value  of  fish  landed  on  the 
Irish  coasts  during  the  calendar  years  1915  and  1916 : 


Kinds  offish. 


Brill 

Soles 

Turbot . . . 

Cod 

Conger  eel 
Haddock . 

HaVe 

Herrings. . 

Ling 

Mackerel. 
Plaice 


1915 

1916 

.S3, 144 

$4,803 

32,  .503 

36,075 

8,482 

8,709 

66, 0« 

113,711 

11,962 

14,0,-)5 

7,421 

16, 566 

26,070 

52,962 

827,651 

1,069,642 

5,139 

4,375 

268,280 

493,049 

60,856 

75,222 

Kinds  of  fish. 


Ray  or  skate.. 

Sprats 

AVhiting 

Other  fish 

Crabs 

Lobsters 

Mussels 

Oysters 

other  shellfish 

Total... 


1916 


.'?15,S70 

404 

47,322 

43,842 

3,188 

42,645 

4,409 

4,302 

13,485 


1,493,018 


818,936 

7, 733 

82,302 

51,400 

2,871 

42,752 

I     6,224 

4,955 

13,801 


2, 120, 203 


Decrease  in  Emigration. 

There  was  a  general  decline  in  emigration  from  Ireland  in  1916, 
not  only  to  foreign  countries  and  British  colonies  but  also  to  Great 
Britain.  There  Avere  2,474  fewer  emigrants  to  the  United  States, 
112  to  Canada,  247  to  Australia,  230  to  England  and  Wales,  and 
222  to  Scotland.  The  number  of  emigrants  Avho  left  Irish  ports  in 
1916  was  7,302.  against  10,659  in  1915,  a  decrease  of  3,357.  Of  the 
total  number  for  1916,  5,559  Avere  females  and  1,743  were  males. 
From  Ulster  there  Avere  2.733  emigrants,  a  decrease  of  1,057  from 
the  preceding  A^ear. 
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Municipal  Taxes  and  Public  "Utilities. 

In  the  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  1916-17,  the  amount  required 
for  repairs  to  the  streets  and  sewers  was  reduced  to  $110,956,  as 
compared  with  $141,858  in  1915-16.  The  amount  for  which  pro- 
vision had  to  be  made  in  the  municipal  rates  for  1916-17  was 
estimated  at  $1,661,150,  against  $1,802,157  in  1915-16.  The  income 
and  expenditure  were  so  adjusted  that  the  tax  rates  were  lowered  by 
3^d.  ($0.07)  per  pound  ($4.8665)  on  valuations  of  £20  ($97.33) 
and  under,  and  by  4d.  ($0.08)  on  higher  valuations,  making  the 
rate  the  lowest  recorded  in  30  years. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  there  was  derived  'from 
electricity  a  working  profit  of  $215,489,  and  after  providing  for 
fixed  charges  there  remained  a  credit  balance  of  $85,125,  out  of 
which  $24,333  was  given  in  relief  of  tax  rates. 

The  total  revenue  from  tramways  for  the  fiscal  year  1915-16  was 
$1,365,739,  and  the  operating  expenses  $777,667,  leaving  a  trading 
profit  of  $588,072.  The  net  profit,  $276,100.  was  disposed  of  as 
follows:  Sinking  fund,  $157,840;  depreciation,  $82,730;  and  general 
purposes,  $35,530. 

Despite  the  greatl}^  enhanced  price  of  coal,  the  cost  of  gas  to 
the  consumer  was  the  same  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  as 
for  the  previous  year,  49  cents  net  per  1,000  cubic  feet.  The  gross 
profit  on  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  gas  and  residuals  during  the 
year  was  $428,257,  an  increase  of  $189,317  over  1914-15.  Of  this 
amount  $80,458  was  allotted  for  dividends  and  interest  on  capital 
and  $29,355  for  the  equivalent  of  interest  on  redeemed  stock. 

LONDONDERRY  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Philii>  O'Hsg-an, 

The  population  of  Londonderry  in  1916  was  about  43,500,  its 
ratable  valuation  £115,577,  and  its  municipal  debt  £192,553.  The 
chief  local  industries  are  the  manufacture  of  shirts,  collars,  corsets, 
underclothing  and  hosiery,  and  shipbuilding.  In  the  general  whole- 
sale and  retail  trades  in  1916  credit  was  well  maintained  and  obliga- 
tions were  punctually  met.  ^. 

Exports  to  United  States — Tonnage  Dues  and  Shipping. 

Pickled  herring  is  the  only  important  item  exported  from  London- 
derry to  the  United  States,  the  value  of  shipments  being  $182,093 
out  of  the  total  declared  exports  of  $191,546  in  1914;  $148^819  out  of 
$151,865  in  19f5;  and  $289,738  out  of  $302,020  in  1916.  The  other 
articles  invoiced  in  1916  were:  Anchors,  $341;  grass  seed,  $552; 
whisky,  $2,435;  and  woolen  goods,  $8,954.  There  were  no  shipments 
to  United  States  possessions  during  the  past  two  years. 

The  revenues  of  the  port  from  tonnage  dues,  etc.,  for  the  last  five 
years  follow:  For  1912,  $107,647;  1913,  $109,788;  1914,  $99,763;  1915, 
$98,205;  and  1916,  $100,249. 

The  registered  tonnage  of  vessels  calling  at  Londonderry  in  1912 
was  896,805  tons;  in  1913,  878,846  tons; 'in  1914,  810,465  tons:  in 
1915,  342,129  tons ;  and  in  1916,  299,029  tons. 
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Shipments  of  Live  Stock. 

The  live-stock  sliipiiients  from  Londonderry  to  cross-channel  ports 
lor  the  last  five  years  are  given  below : 


Year. 

Cattle. 

Sheep, 

Pigs. 

nor.ses. 

Tot  I  (in- 
cluding 
goats,  etc.). 

1912 

£0,406 
114,326 
97,017 
98, 612 

77,  789 

21,  231 
33, 193 
24, 305 

28,297 
29, 968 

3,197 
1,530 
4,  .S90 
5, 194 
10,  833 

380 
384 
445 
379 
lOS 

75, 222 

1913              

119,375 

1914         

126, 637 

1915 

127, 496 

1916             

118, 741 

The  3'ear  191G  was  not  a  good  one  for  the  export  cattle  trade,  the 
shipments  falling  from  98,G12  to  78,781)  head.  Fodder  was  scarce  in 
England  and  Scotland,  and  conseqiientlj^  there  was  not  such  a  demand 
there  for  store  cattle.  There  was  a  growing  tendency  of  graziers 
from  the  middle  and  south  of  Ireland  to  compete  with  the  shippers  in 
the  northern  Irish  markets;  taking  advantage  of  the  high  price  of 
feeclstuffs,  they  became  large  purchasers  of  store  cattle,  which  they 
finished  on  their  own  pasture  lands,  instead  of  sending  them  across 
the  channel  for  that  purpose. 

Glasgow  remains  more  than  ever  Londonderry's  best  market  for 
cattle.  The  shipments  to  Heysham  increased  by  nearly  3,000  head, 
but  those  to  Liverpool  were  more  than  4,000  head  less.  The  ship- 
ment of  pigs  was  the  largest  since  1904. 

The  Pork  Trade. 

The  trade  in  pork  underwent  some  striking  changes  during  1916. 
Farmers  who  went  in  for  pig  raising  on  a  large  scale  made  good 
profits.  During  the  whole  year  prices  Avere  high,  95s.  per  hundred- 
weight being  realized  for  pork  in  November. 

The  year  opened  with  pork  at  from  70s,  to  80s.  ])er  hundredweight 
and  young  pigs  (suckers)  at  from  20s.  to  35s.  each.  In  February  the 
price  of  pork  rose  to  84s.  and  suckers  to  45s.;  in  March  pork  was  85s, 
and  suckers  47s. ;  in  April  pork  went  up  to  90s.,  but  suckers  fell  fully 
10s.  In  May  both  pork  and  suckers  declined  in  price  but  soon  recov- 
ered their  former  position;  while  pork  continued  to  advance,  suckers 
became  almost  unsalable  until  12s.  to  15s.  were  the  ruling  figures,  with 
little  demand  at  the  latter  rate. 

At  this  juncture  came  the  crisis  that  threatened  the  future  of  the 
pork-curing  industry.  It  was  rumored  that  the  potato  crop  was  a 
complete  failure,  and  that  the  high  price  of  feedstuffs  would  make 
pig  raising  absolutely  unremunerative.  As  a  consequence  cartloads 
of  young  pigs  Avere  slaughtered  for  sale  for  cross-channel  markets; 
and  later,  all  over  the  district,  breeders  of  pigs  began  killing  or  sell- 
ing off  their  brood  sows.  To  such  an  extent  did  this  prevail  that  the 
Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  intervened,  issuing  an  order  to  pre- 
vent the  depletion  of  breeding  stock. 

The  total  number  of  slaughtered  pigs  on  which  toll  was  paid  in  the 
Londonderrv  povk  market  during  1916  was  8,000,  as  compared  with 
12.568  in  1915, 
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CORK  (QUEENSTOWN). 

By   Consul   Wesley   Frost. 

The  general  prosperity  of  the  south  of  Irehmd  in  1916  was  even 
more  pronounced  than  in  1915,  surpassing  an}^  year  for  which  reliable 
information  has  been  recorded.  The  industrial  tone  in  Munster  de- 
pends upon  the  principal  industry,  stock  raising,  and  the  prices  of 
all  kinds  of  live  stock  were  exceptionally  good  throughout  1916. 
The  slight  shortage  of  field  crops  was  neutralized  by  the  high  prices 
of  produce. 

The  cities,  which  are  essentially  distributing  centers,  reflected  the 
prosperity  of  their  rural  customers.  Factories  were  busy,  and  the 
new  enterprises  launched  at  Cork  during  1916  croAvned  the  year  with 
the  prospect  of  a  bright  trade  future.  Wage  increases  compensated 
the  laboring  classes  partially  for  the  rise  in  food  prices,  but  the 
middle  classes  suifered  severely. 
Financial  and  Commercial  Conditions. 

The  banking  institutions  responded  to  the  general  industrial  brisk- 
ness, and  both  deposits  and  trading  accounts  manifested  a  satisfac- 
tory expansion.  The  railways  and  the  steamship  lines  shared  amply 
in  the  year's  prosperity. 

Cork  wholesale  firms  profited  far  more  by  the  prosperity  of  the 
farming  classes  than  they  suffered  from  difficulties  in  procuring 
stock  of  goods.  In  only  a  few  lines  was  there  an  actual  exhaus- 
tion of  stocks.  Farming  impleni^^nts  and  hardware,  footwear,  and 
certain  classes  of  drugs  became  cfepleted,  and  an  actual  dearth  was 
imminent  at  the  end  of  1916.  In  the  clothing  and  provision  trades 
(except  canned  goods)  there  was  no  actual  insufficiency. 

The  most  significant  feature  of  the  year  in  commercial  circles  was 
the  shortening  of  credits.  The  Cork  distributors,  anxious  to  procure 
stocks  from  English  importers  and  manufacturers,  were  willing  to 
dispense  with  the  customary  terms  and  to  pay  cash  upon  receipt 
of  goods,  or  even  upon  receipt  of  documents.  This  departure  bids 
fair  to  have  a  permanent  effect  upon  the  credits  of  the  Irish  whole- 
sale and  jobbing  trades;  and  it  ma}'  be  anticipated  that  American 
firms  will  find  sales  in  Ireland  easier  to  effect  on  a  short-term  credit 
basis..  -'- 

A  related  feature  of  the  jobbing  trade  was  the  desire  of  the  dealers 
in  small  towns  to  procure  large  stocks  of  goods  against  the  contin- 
gency of  rising  prices,  with  the  result  that  many  of  the  Cork  jobbers 
were  asked  to  carry  their  clienteles  on  consignments  for  which  the 
latter  could  not  produce  readj^  capital. 
Trade  in  Grain  and  Flour. 

The  port  of  Cork  as  the  center  of  the  Irish  cattle  trade  is  a  heavy 
importer  of  grain  and  feedstuffs,  being  not  far  behind  Dublin  in 
this  respect.  The  prewar  freightage  for  maize  from  Argentine 
ports  to  Cork  was  $3.16  per  ton;  in  May,  1917,  it  was  $35.28- per  ton. 
The  freight  rate  on  wheat  from  New  York  increased  from  $15.19 
per  ton  at  the  beginning  of  1916  to  $24.27  per  ton  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Noteworthy  in  the  Cork  grain  trade  was  the  discontinuance  of 
the  practice'  of  purchasing  wheat  through  Liverpool  importers. 
Prior  to  the  war,  although  Cork  imported  a  good  proportion  of  its 
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grain  directly  from  the  country  of  origin,  it  took  large  consignments 
of  wheat  from  Liverpool  in  the  form  of  part  cargoes.  All  Avheat  is 
now  imported  into  Qiieenstown  direct. 

Industrial  Review — Shortage  of  Timber. 

The  weaving  of  woolen  tweeds  and  cloths  is  the  only  industry  that 
iias  been  maintained  widely  throughout  the  south  of  Ireland;  and 
tlie  excellence  of  its  product  augurs  well  for  its  expansion  when  more 
capital  and  enterprise  shall  be  devoted  to  it.  With  judicious  ad- 
vertising in  the  American  market  and  elsewhere  the  sales  of  Cork 
and  Kerry  tweeds  could  readily  be  increased.  The  industry  during 
191C  was  very  active,  being  engaged  mainly  on  Government  con- 
tracts. 

The  south  of  Ireland  being  a  farming  country,  there  is  an  excellent 
demand  for  all  grades  of  fertilizers  and  artificial  manures,  as  well  as 
for  spraying  materials  and  veterinary  compounds.  There  are  several 
chemical  factories  and  one  large  fertilizing  plant  in  Cork. 

The  four  breweries  and  four  distilleries  in  Munster  were  adversely 
affected  b}^  the  shortage  of  grain  during  1916,  but  the  popular  con- 
sumption of  spirits  was  heavy  because  of  the  high  Avages  paid  to 
laborers. 

The  shortage  of  wood  for  building  purposes  is  acute,  and  all  impor 
tations  are  stringently  regulated.     The  freight  rates  on  165  cubic 
feet  (the  Petrograd  "standard")  of  timber  from  Canada  rose  from 
$9.12  to  $90.03  and  from  the  Baltic  from  $7.30  to  $83.03.     Prices  ad- 
vanced correspondingly. 
The  Foreign  Trade  of  Ireland. 

In  the  appended  table  is  shown  the  value  of  the  principal  articles, 
by  groups,  imported  into  and  exported  from  Ireland  during  1915.  the 
last  year  for  which  such  statistics  are  available : 


Articles. 


FARM     PRODUCE,     FOOD- 
STUFFS, ETC. 


Livestock 

Bacon,  hams,  game,  etc. . 
Eggs,    poultry,    batter, 

etc 

Fish 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Grain  and  floiu- 

Feedstufis 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  sugar, 
etc 

Tobacco  and  snuft' 

Wines,    spirits,    porter, 

ale,  mineral  waters,  etc. 
0,  Uier  farm  produce, food- 

.'itufl's,  etc 


Total. 


RAW  MATERIALS. 


Coal,  coke,  etc 

Wood,  hewn  and  sawn . . . 

Stones,  slates,  metal  ores, 
etc 

Fats 

Hides,  sldns,  wool,  hair, 
feathers,  etc 

.Flax 

Other  textile  raw  mate- 
rials   

Other  raw  produce 


Total. 


Imports. 


$2, 138, 471 
17, 372, 801 

3, 865, 879 

2; 183, 798 

5,927,348 

49,487,433 

35, 902, 243 

28, 165, 189 
5,444,611 

5, 234, 567 

7,013,546 


162, 735, 886 


29,973,683 
8,800,924 

2,386,998 
1,404,710 

3, 150, 883 
11,826,508 

'7,882,795- 
2,706,580 


Exports. 


193,638,414 
29, 814, 242 

62,511,0.58 
3,211,865 
4,894,477 
7,382,666 
2,582,330 

104, 746 
2, 895, 538 

22, 653, 844 

7, 278, 058 


236,967,238 


Articles. 


Imports. 


1,377,638 
2, 373, 153 

1,936,044 
8, 296, 375 


2,015,081 

2,145,338 
1,823,824 

19, 967, 4.53 


M.\NUFACTURED  GOODS. 

Textiles: 

Yarns,  tliread,  rope, 

cordage,  etc 

Piece  goods,  apparel, 
drapery, etc 

Leather  boots,  shoes,  and 
saddlery 

India  rubber  goods 

Metal  castings,  etc 

Machinery,  implements, 
motors,  etc 

Wooden  articles 

Paper,  stationery,  books, 
etc 

Bricks,    tiles,    earthen- 
ware, china,  glass,  etc . . 

Chandlery,    soap,    can- 
dles, oils,  paints,  etc.". . 

Chemicals,       fertilizers, 
and  dycstuffs 

Other    "    manufactured 
goods 


Total. 


Grand  (olal. 


811,131,030 

87,618,641 

3,798,181 
12, 862, 539 
19,867,447 

25, 179, 825 

5,270,482 

.5,263,586 
5, 110, 224 
12,014,493 
8, 1.36, 461 

887, 070 


197,141,185 


Exports. 


Sl.5,622,331 

98, 767,637 

477,204 
1,613,780 

"■'2,244,366 

28,461,895 
1,843,001 

1,498,044 

144,101 

936, 533 

1,050,667 

1,446,923 


154, 106, 482 


428,010.212 


411,041,173 
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An  anoinal}'  that  has  characlerizocl  Irish  Irado  lit>iu-e.s  for  many 
years  and  is  well  ilhislraled  by  the  foregoinii;  statistics  is  the  importa- 
tion of  several  articles  jirodiiced  in  and  exported  from  this  country. 
As  a  rule  this  means  that  a  superior  grade  of  these  commodities  is 
produced  and  exported  and  cheaper  grades  are  purchased  from 
abroad. 
Imports  and  Exports  at  Cork. 

An  abstract  of  the  import  and  expoit  statistics  for  the  port  of 
Cork  for  the  years  ended  July  81,  1915  and  1910,  comi)iled  by  the 
harbor  commissioners,  appears.  ])elow : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 


Aerated  waters 

A  grioultural  implements . 

Ale  and  beer 

Ammonia 

App.es 

Bacon 

Bags  and  bagging 

Barlej' 

Basic  slag 

Beais - 

Becis  and  bedsteads 

Beef,fresli 

Biscuits 

Blacl  ipg 

Bianlets 

Boards 

Boilers  and  cvlinders 

Bolts  and  nnts 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bottles 

Bran 

Bricks 

Candles. . ; 

Cars,  carts,  etc 

Cattle  food 

Cer  ort 

Cider 

Cliaff  cutting  machines. . 
Cheese. 


r42 

6  f) 

1,6J6 

10,  (•e? 

1,M6 

],r:^ 

<•  1S6 

1,  l-t.-> 

1.5, 1S5 

Mi 

n  ]6o 

18.3 

Coa  1 1  42.5 . 1 : 6 


1915 


Tovs. 

r&s 

«7  1 

5,  GST 

811 

819 

2,  ."71 

1,.''48 

■99.3 

5,418 

102 

2fS 

i9-": 

7;i 

177 


Cocoa : 

Coffee 

CoJ.-e 

Confectionery 

Currants 

Deals 

Prapery 

r»rugs .,.-.. 

Eortheriwnifo 

Field  nllcrs , 

Fish,  dried , 

Fla.x 

Flour,  wheat 

Fruit,  n.  e.  s 

Furniture 

Glass  and  glassware 

Glucose 

Guano 

Gvpsum  and  plaster  of  Paris 

Hair 

Haras 

Hardware 

Harrows 

Herrings,  dried,  etc 

Hops 

Horses  and  ponies 

Hosiery 

Iron: 

Bars  and  castings 

Pyrites 

Wrought 


1,041 
<i()9 
770 
760 

2,239 
??2 

2,  rre 
o  49 

1,?-19 

G6,-j 

17,9.'.! 

I,lf2 

rs? 

670 
285 
1.-7 
?,rS 
170 
168 
740 

a  280 
305 
185 

1309 
113 

5, 339 
2,,';97 
3,588 


1916 


Tons. 

.M13 

u  srs 

4, 96 

3/7 

7-0 

4,:93 

1,57.1 

],r99 

4,673 

115 

220 

91 

4'4 

l.'^7 

2:',1 

3';'s 

1".2 
240 
012 
970 

8,f79 
090 
748 

"  i:'.0 

.M'9 

10,489 
339 

a  18:1 
142 
409,  .''28 
301 
74 
4^0 
850 
669 
.'94 

1,823 
215 

l,6f!0 
«00 

1,:-51 

760 

14, 146 

1,310 
245 
6"2 
131 

1,619 
314 
2f.'-, 
169 
638 

o  249 
1.-6 
153 

a  430 
105 

3,  ,';42 
5, 395 
1,228 


Articles. 


IMPORTS— contmued . 


.lains  and  preserves 

Lard 

Leather 

Lemons 

Machinery 

Maiic 

Malt 

Manures 

Matches 

Meal.  n.  c.  s 

Motor  cars 

Motor  spirit 

Mowing  machines 

Nai;s  and  screws 

Oats 

Oilcake 

Onions 

Oranges 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper 

Peas 

Petfo'cum  and  paraffin . 

Phosphate  rock 

Pianos 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Plows 

Potatoes 

Raisins 

Pcsin 

Rice 

Rope  and  cordage 

Rum 

Rve 

Salt 

Seeds 

Slates 

r  oap . 


Sooa 

Spraying  powder . . 

Starch 

Stationery 

Staves 

Straw 

Sugar 

Superphosphate... 

Tallow 

''^ares  and  vetches . 


'"iles 

Timber 

"'Inwarc 

Tobacco: 

Manufactured 

Unmanufactured . 

Tow  and  codilla 

Wheat 

Whiting 

Vv'ine 

Wire 

Wool 

Varns,  unclasscd 


1915 


Tom. 
],.170 

:;65 
.';C9 

195 

1,.''88 

113, 800 

7:-9 
9,210 

.'07 
4,462  i 
1227 

710 
.     0  178 

928 

7,030 

1, 149 

1,124 

7.-3 

3,261 

1?8 

2,984 

15, 165 

"  194 

157 

00:7 

3,819 

311 

313 

033 

353 

l.'^S 

307 

6, 871 

l,r6 

1,794 

1,154 

2, 635 

t.79 

146 

359 

420 

1,477 

13. 710 


197 

207 
2, 1.32 

466 
1,370 

333 

374 
115 
127 
53, 094 
171 
822 
5C7 
640 
677 


1916 


Tom. 

1,187 

1,149 

503 

248 

1,440 

84,9:7 

662 

5, 430 

3f6 

4,  C73 

a  181 

715 

"U 

9."0 

1,925 

5, 702 

1,C43 

l,"9l 

763 

3, 153 

112 

1.213 

10, 122 

1148 

121 

a  631 

1,1S6 

199 

227 

931 

378 

143 

343 

7,612 

l,f73 

2, 150 

1,202 

2,4:-6 

403 

153 

344 

725 

188 

17,,v89 

IW 

.511 

217 

1,777 

272 

1, 896 

187 

295 
99 
101 
57,085 
141 
757 
445 
602 
685 


o  Number. 
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Articles. 


EXPORTS. 

Asses 

Bacon 

Bai-ytcs 

Burnt  ore 

Butter 

Calves 

Carts  and  vans 

Cows 

Eggs 

Fish,  dried 

Hams 

Hides 

Horses  and  ponies . . . 

f ron ,  scrap 

Lard , 

Mackerel 

Malt 

Margarin 

Meal;  unclassed 


1915 


<i79 

8,507 

4, 152 

4, 778 

12,017 

a  63, 941 

a  79 

a  65,  254 

5,013 

636 

193 
1,218 
a  994 
1,122 

508 
1,776 
3,260 
1,684 
1,988 


1910 


a  27 

7,120 

5,965 

2,962 

12, 88.5 

'  23, 838 

o78 

1 47, 899 

5, 477 

421 

115 

1,171 

a  450 

3, 735 

612 

2,667 

1,047 

2,  763 

1,368 


Articles. 


EXPORTS— continued. 

Jlilk,  condeased 3, 683 

Motor  cars a  124 

Oats 17, 58! 

Pigs a  11, 881 

Pitch 107 

Pork 1,598 

Porter 1' 

Poultry 612 

Provisions 933 

Rags 355 

Sheep a  46, 565 

Shellfish ,  unclassed 242 

Timber,  rough 21, 042 

Tow  and  codilla 91 

Vinegar 157 

AVool 435 

Woolens 157 

Yarns,  unclassed 540 


1910 


3,435 

0  55 

17,721 

a  20, 319 
351 
672 
120 
719 
624 
507 

0  35,054 
237 
22, 241 
222 
157 
424 
181 
424 


a  Number. 

There  has  been  a  general  decrease  in  both  imports  and  exports 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  During  the  past  year  sugar,  bacon, 
lard,  and  fruit  were  imported  in  greater  quantities  than  in  1915,  and 
exports  of  margarin,  butter,  mackerel,  and  pigs  showed  increases. 

Declared  Exports  from  Queenstown  and  Limerick  to  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  declared  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  con- 
sulate at  Cork  (Queenstown)  for  the  United  States  in  lOlG  was 
$152,046,  an  increase  of  $Cl,o5;')  over  1915;  those  certified  at  the 
American  consular  agencA^  at  Limerick  increased  in  value  by  ifi*20,470. 
The  principal  articles  and  their  value  during  the  past  two  years 
follow : 


Articles. 


1915 


FROM  QUEENSTOWN. 


Calfskins i  §12,962 


Feathers. 

Mackerel 

Magnesia,  calcined. 

Whisky 

Woolens 

All  other  articles... 


4,219 
61,381 
3,318 
3,801 
3,741 
1,271 


1916 


S24, 457 
8, 286 
89, 863 
6,844 
8, 707 
6,525 
7,364 


Total 90,693     152,046 


Articles. 


FROM  LIMERICK. 


Bacon 

Feathers 

Mac'rerel 

Skins 

,\11  other  articles. 


Total i  146,199 


1916 


So,  745 

7,297 


153,517 
110 


166,669 


There  were  no  articles  invoiced  for  the  Philippine  Islands,  Hawaii, 
or  Porto  Rico  from  either  Queenstown  or  Limerick  during  the  past 
tAvo  years. 
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